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National Hispanic Heritage Month is a celebration of culture and 
origin of Latinos and Hispanic Americans in the United States. The 
month-long event begins from September 15 until October 15. The 
celebration coincides with national independence days of several 
Latin American countries including Guatemala, Honduras,  El 
Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Mexico, Chile and Belize. 
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Some Key Facts & Information 
History and Celebration 

• In 1968, U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson first proclaimed the 
Hispanic Heritage Week as sponsored by Congress. It was 
expanded to a month in 1988 by President Ronald Reagan. The 
Hispanic Heritage Month was enacted into law on August 17, 1988.

• September 15 was chosen as the starting date to celebrate the 
independence of five Latin American countries: Costa Rica, El 
Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala and Nicaragua, all in 1812.

• Mexico celebrates its independence from Spain on September 16, 
followed by Chile on September 18 and Belize on September 21.

• The National Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated in the 
United States, Canada and Latin America. The 30-day period aims 
to celebrate the culture, achievements and contributions of 
American citizens with Hispanic roots.

• Among the activities are festivals, concerts, film screenings and 
exhibits.

• From 15 to 25 September, the El Barrio Latin Jazz festival takes 
place in the Bronx, New York. 

 1

,Page 2



 
September 7, 2021

 Just A Few Influential 
Hispanic American Figures: 

Sonia Sotomayor 

Sonia Sotomayor is the first Hispanic 
American to serve on the United States 
Supreme Court.

Sonia was born in 1954 in the New York 
City.

 
Cesar Chavez.  

Cesar Chavez is a famous Mexican-
American social rights activist who was 
born in Arizona. He is most known for 
his activism and fight for farmers’ rights 
during the great depression.
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Cesar Chavez
Photo: Arthur Schatz/The LIFE 
Picture Collection via Getty Images

https://ballotpedia.org/Sonia_Sotomayor
https://ufw.org/research/history/story-cesar-chavez/
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Lin-Manuel Miranda

Lin-Manuel Miranda is one of the most 
famous Hispanic Americans in recent pop 
culture, most recently known for creating 
the notable musical Hamilton.

Miranda was born in 1980 in the 
Washington Heights neighborhood of 
New York City to Puerto Rican parents.

Dolores Huerta 

 Dolores Huerta stands as a giant in 
the fight for Hispanic American labor 
rights. She was born in 1930 in New 
Mexico to Mexican parents. After 
college she devoted her life to working 
and fighting for civil rights.

Dolores Huerta
Photo: Cathy Murphy/Getty Images
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https://www.linmanuel.com/
https://doloreshuerta.org/doloreshuerta/
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Ellen Ochoa

Ellen Ochoa is the first Hispanic 
American woman to make it to space. 
She took her first journey in 1993.

 
Sylvia Rivera

Sylvia Rivera made her mark on the world 
by becoming an influential advocate for 
LGBTQ & Transgender rights movement. 
transgender rights movement. Born in 
1951, Sylvia, a trans woman herself, paved 
the way for others in the fight for equality 
and rights.
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Photo: Netflix/ 
Courtesy Everett Collection

https://www.biography.com/astronaut/ellen-ochoa
https://srlp.org/about/who-was-sylvia-rivera/
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Julia Alvarez 

Julia Alvarez is Dominican American 
writer who has been enchanting readers 
with her words since the early 1990s.

Alvarez was born in New York City in 1950. 
She grew up to be one of the most 
renowned Latin American writers has 
published poems,  novels and essays 
throughout her career. 

Roberto Clemente

Before Roberto Clemente, not many 
Hispanic Americans played Major League 
Baseball.

Born in Puerto Ricoin 1934 in P, he 
joined amateur baseball league when he 
was 16 and made the professional league 
two years later at 18.
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Roberto Clemente
Photo: Louis Requena/ MLB 
via Getty Images

Julia Alvarez 
via Getty Images

https://www.juliaalvarez.com/about
http://www.robertoclemente.si.edu/english/virtual_legacy.htm
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Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez has 
become one of the major leading 
voices for Hispanic Americans in 
politics and social justice and civil 
rights. She was born in New York in 
1989 and was elected as a 
congresswoman in 2019.
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Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Photo: Andrew Harrer/Bloomberg via Getty 

https://www.biography.com/political-figure/alexandria-ocasio-cortez
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Recommended books for Hispanic 
Heritage Month: 

We have listed just a few of our favorite 
books for you, and we highly recommend 
visiting https://socialjusticebooks.org/ for an 
array of wonderful books… click below for 
more!

Author-illustrator team Matt de la Peña and 
Christian Robinson are back with their first 
collaboration since the Newbery Medal- and 
Caldecott Honor-winning Last Stop on 
Market Street. When Carmela wakes up on 
her birthday, she's excited to finally be old 
enough to run the family errands with her 
big brother.
 

If your family doesn't know the life story of 
Sonia Sotomayor, the first Hispanic and 
Latina Supreme Court Justice, this  
The Beloved World of Sonia Sotomayor.
ARELI IS A DREAMER
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https://socialjusticebooks.org/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/562320/the-beloved-world-of-sonia-sotomayor-by-sonia-sotomayor/9781524771171/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/605958/areli-is-a-dreamer-by-areli-morales-illustrated-by-luisa-uribe/
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In the first picture book written by a DACA 
Dreamer, Areli Morales tells her own powerful 
and vibrant immigration story.
When Areli was just a baby, her mama and papa 
moved from Mexico to New York with her brother, 
Alex, to make a better life for the family–and when 
she was in kindergarten, they sent for her, too.

 
A Gift From Abuela-in her first book for 
children, Cecilia Ruiz illuminates how things 
can change — and the importance of holding 
on to our dearest relationships when they do.

In Islandborn, a young girl goes on an imaginative 
quest to rediscover the island she immigrated from 
but can no longer remember. Originally from the 
Dominican Republic, Lola's family celebrates their 
culture every day through food, music, and stories. 
But Lola doesn't understand why they had to leave, 
or what it means that she can't remember her 
birthplace. 

For more books click below:

*Hispanic Elementary Books 

*Middle Grade Books 
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https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/567387/a-gift-from-abuela-by-cecilia-ruiz/
https://socialjusticebooks.org/booklists/latinx/#early
https://socialjusticebooks.org/booklists/latinx/#middle
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Sources:
https://www.history.com/topics/hispanic-history/hispanic-heritage-month 

https://kidskonnect.com/holidays-seasons/national-hispanic-heritage-month/
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https://www.history.com/topics/hispanic-history/hispanic-heritage-month

