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Welcome to our inaugural issue of Famille du Monde, a 
quarterly publication of the DEI Committee at Le Monde. In 
each issue, you’ll find fun and educational resources for your 
family related to a topic designed to help us feel more 
connected to diverse local and global French-speaking 
communities. Each issue will include printable pages to engage 
children in fun learning activities. In this first issue, we will be 
traveling to Haiti to celebrate Haitian Independence Day, which 
is on January 1st every year!  For more resources for children 
and families related to Haiti, including books, music, and local 
businesses, check out this compilation on the DEI Committee 
website. We hope you enjoy Famille du Monde.  Please 
contact us with feedback or suggestions for future topics.     

Let’s talk about 

Haiti is located on the 
island of Hispaniola, 
between the Caribbean 
Sea and the Atlantic 
Ocean. Hispaniola is a 
small island but includes 
two countries: Haiti on 
the western side of the 
island and the Dominican Republic on the east. Haiti derives its 
name from the Indigenous Arawak place-name Ayti which 
means “Mountainous Land” and was once known as the “Pearl 
of the Antilles” because of its resources and natural beauty.  
Once the wealthiest colony in the Americas, Haiti has been 
negatively impacted by colonization, foreign interventions, 
political instability, and natural disasters. 

Haiti has a population of approximately 10 million people. 
Creole and French are the official languages of Haiti. Haitian 
people are warm, friendly, and generous. They are known for 
their kindness and willingness to go out of their way to help 
anyone. Haitian people are very proud of their culture and 
history, and stories of past Haitian heroes are treasured by 
today’s youth.  

News and Events 
Quarterly Meeting- 

The Le Monde DEI meeting meets 
quarterly on Zoom.  Upcoming meeting 
dates are January 14th and April 8th at 
6 pm. Agendas and notes from these 
meetings can be found on the 
Committee’s website.   

Martin Luther King Day: 
Every year on January 15th, people 
around the world celebrate the life and 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and 
his key contributions to the civil rights 
movement. You can celebrate the 
legacy of Dr. King by singing songs, 
planting trees, telling stories, sharing a 
meal, writing letters, or making a 
determination towards a goal. Click 
here to more information and activities! 

Black History Month Virtual 
Recital- Save the date! 
Please join us on Sunday, February 
28th from 5-6 pm for “What a 
Wonderful World,” a virtual recital 
celebrating people of African descent. 
Click here for more information. 

Not a Book Club- Exciting 
News: 
We are excited to announce that we 
will be starting a "Not a Book Club" -- 
watching documentaries and/or 
reading shorter articles -- for Le 
Monde parents and caregivers in 
March! We will alternate between 
material that celebrates diverse 
perspectives and experiences and 
material that critically analyzes the lack 
of diverse perspectives in the U.S. 
Details will be posted on DEI website 
soon. 

All content is co-written, co-edited, co-
produced, and co-distributed by the Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion Committee, a parent-led 
initiative, at Le Monde K-8 French Immersion. 
For inquiries please use the connect button at 
https://lemondediversityequityinclusion.com. 
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Haitian people are known for their resilience and strength. In fact, 
Haiti was the first country in the Western Hemisphere to abolish 
slavery. They did so with the help of Jean Jacque Dessalines 
(pictured on right). 
Dessalines was born enslaved in Grande-Rivière-du-Nord in what 
was at that time the French colony of Saint-Domingue on the 
island of Hispañola. He first served in the French army and later 
rose to become a commander in the revolt against the same 
colonial power. After a successful revolution, he declared Haiti 
independent on January 1, 1804. 

Did you know??    
Art, Haiti, and Mardi-Gras! 

Jean-Michel Basquiat is a famous Haitian American artist who has had a 
huge impact on the art world. During his lifetime, he broke the world record 
for the youngest artist to participate in Biennales, which are like the Olympics 
of the art word. After his death, he continued to break world records, like 
selling a painting in 2017 for $110.5 million. See if you can find and color all 
18 of the three-pointed crowns, which Basquait used to show that everyone is 
royal in their own special way. 

Mardi-Gras: 
Did you know that there is a strong Haitian influence in New 
Orleans, including how Mardi-Gras is celebrated? In New 
Orleans, Mardi Gras “Krewes'' spend all year making elaborate 
outfits out of beads, fabrics, and feathers to celebrate Fat 
Tuesday by dancing in street parades throughout the city... In 
Haiti, Carnival (Kanaval in Creole) is a celebration over several 
weeks each year leading up to the main Mardi Gras 
celebration, which is also full of music and dancing in parades 
throughout the capital city, Port-au-Prince. It is believed that 
Haitians brought the best of their traditions when thousands 
migrated, through force and through choice, to New Orleans 
(doubling the population by 1809), making Mardi Gras in New 
Orleans the one-of-a-kind celebration it is today. Mardi Gras is 
celebrated throughout the world in ways reflective of local cultures and history. To learn more about how 
one Krewe in New Orleans honors Haitian heritage, check out this news story and video from 2020. 

National Symbols: 
The Hibiscus flower is very popular in Haiti. Widely loved because of its beauty and medicinal purposes, 
the flower has become a symbol of life, courage, and growth. The Hibiscus flower is now the National 
Flower of Haiti. See if you can find and color all 9 of them. 

http://basquiat.com/
http://www.biennialfoundation.org/?gclid=Cj0KCQiA0fr_BRDaARIsAABw4EvIVAy0OJ5wpNnIAUv7hSizzU0ZpVP1vlRluUBZidN09gYJskC_dVMaAvMnEALw_wcB
https://www.mardigrasneworleans.com/history/mardi-gras-indians/
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Tap Tap bus: 
Tap Tap buses are a big part of public transportation in Haiti. They are called Tap Tap buses because 
passengers “tap” on the side of the bus to let the driver know that it's time to stop. Tap Tap buses are painted 
in very colorful and vibrant colors. 
Color your own Tap Tap bus:
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